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Original and Selected Articles, 


CASES IN PRACTICE. 


By GEO. A. DYER, M. D., Wasuinaton, Inv. 


1. A Case of Cerebro Spinal Menin- 


gitis, with Treatment.—June 25, 1875, 


was called to see Mrs. C., a young mar- 
ried woman, about five months gone. 
She was suffering from spasms, with 
violent opisthotonos, headache, pain in 
left side, rational. Had a chill last 
night. Pulse 96, skin moderately soft, 
great heat at base of brain, and in neck. 
Diagnosed cerebro-spinal meningitis. I 
gave her immediately a good dose of 
calomel, with com. extract of colocynth. 
Ordered free cupping on back of neck 
and between shoulders. Gave—xvlter- 


nating every three hours--tr. gelsemi- | 
_ three grain doses every three hours, to 


num, spts. nitre, and tr. hyoscianus, 
combined with bromide potassium, chlo- 
ral hydrate, fluid extract of ergot, and 
morphia. Whisky ad hbitum. 

On the 25th she lost power of speech, 


S) 





and was quite deaf. On the 26th, could 
read writing, and answer by signs, but 
was still deaf. Convulsions not so fre- 
quent, no opisthotonos, face much 
flushed, pulse 96, tongue cleaner, the 
medicine given day before yesterday, 
followed by oil, having done its work 
effectually. Gave her, since last night, 
thirty grains of quinine in six doses, a 
dose every three hours, to prevent an- 
other chill. P. M., 5 o’clock—can talk 
some; tongue still better; no roaring 
from quinine. Continued the alternat- 
iug medicines. 

27th. — Licht headache, no fever, 
pulse 96, convulsions once-in-a-while, 
speech thick. 

28th.Iodide potassium was given in 


promote absorption of fluids. Blisters 
behind her ears, horseradish leaves to 
limbs; countenance dull, and expres- 
sion anxious; whisky freely. In even- 












ing speech better, deglutition difficult, 
but cannot hear yet—pulse 88. 
29th.—Pulse 84. 





severe spasms, but under application of 
blister to back of neck, she rallied. 

30th.—She seems better in many re- 
spects—in fact from this day she began 
to convalesce, and on the 4th of July 
was able to sit up. 

What is remarkable about this case 
is the continuance of the spasms; but 
I attributed this to er general nervous 
temperament. Another thing stranger, 
that with all the spasms, so violent and 
long continued, she did not miscarry, 
but, a few months afterwards, I attended 
her in confinement, and her baby was a 
fine fat girl, who has not had a day’s 
sickness to this time, December 7, 1876. 

A few weeks ago I attended this same 
lady for tonsillitis. She had marked 
symptoms of return of the old disease, 
but I broke up the symptoms almost 
immediately with a few doses of fluid 
extract of ergot, which seemed to quiet 
her brain as if by magic. 

2. A Case of Inguinal Hernia about 


No pain except in | 
head. To-day, at 3 P. M., she had very | 





| 
| 


the Eighth Month of Pregnancy.—On | 


the evening of the 14th January, 1875, 
was called to see Mrs. K., a young 
married woman, pregnant about eight 
months, who thought she was about to 
be confined. 

She was suffering with pains in her 
stomach, and from vomiting and strain- 
ing. Upon examination, I found the 
os uteri perfectly closed, the plug firm, 
and no sign of labor. Supposing the 
symptoms to be those that occur about 
the eighth month, settling of the womb, 
I gave her an anodyne which gave some 
relief, and after remaining two hours, 
as she seemed easy, 1 went home. The 





next evening I was again called, the 
same symptoms appearing, when, upon 
again examining her, I found quite a 
large tumor in the right labium. I 
raised her hips, made taxis, and after a 
while succeeded in returning an inguinal 
hernia. 1 gave her some castor oil, 
and waited for its action. It soon ope- 
rated and she became better. I gave 
her an anodyne, and when she was per- 
fectly easy I went home. When I first 
saw her, she said she felt the movements 
of the foetus, and, therefore, I did not 
think it necessary to examine as to its 
condition. Some week or two before 
this, Mrs. K. had been moving. Con- 
trary to the advice of friends, she had 
helped to lift stoves, beds, etc., and had 
even alone put down a carpet. 


About three or four weeks after I saw | | 


her, she was delivered of a still-born 
babe, and it seemed to have been dead 
for some time. 

It may be that her’ exertions, at the 
time of moving and arranging her house, 
caused the child to turn and get entan- 
gled in the cord, as this was found to be 
its condition. 

Mrs. K. was confined again in January, 
1876, but the hernia has never since re- 
turned. 

A simple bandage, tightly applied, 
seemed to be sufficient in her case, to 
prevent its return in 1875. 


SELECT FORMULA: FOR DIPH- 
THERIA. 


By G. D. HODGE, M. D., Prescott, Ark 


Diphtheria is already committing its 
fearful ravages in many portions of the 
‘‘Sunny South,” and, as the wails of 
weeping mothers are going up over the 
land, we hold that every true physician 
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should be armed, and ready to fight, as 
best he can, this terrible scourge of the 
infantile race. With this view, we con- 
dense from past numbers of the REcorD 
a few formule, some one of which, in 


the hands of our brother practitioners, | 
may, perchance, prove the means of | 


restoring some little darling to the arms 
of its fond mother. If so, our sole aim 
will be gained. 


R. Boiling water................. oz. 6—20 
Liquid ses-guichlo. iron...m.20—60 
Carbolic acid......... ore gr.3 
BD BON scieccscsscsccnen oz.6 M. 


One or two teaspoonsful every two 
hours internally, and asa gargle. Keep 
up frictions of the skin from the beginning, 
and use no cauterizations, active purga- 
tives, or emetics. Prof. Lolli, of Italy, 
avers that this plan of treatment gives 
less than two per cent. 


R. Chlo. pot. sat. sol........ oz.4 
Muriatic acid........ 0. dr.1 
Tinct. mur. iron, ......0.. dr.2 M. 


A small teaspoonful, properly diluted, 
every three hours, and alternate with 5 
to 15 or 20 drops of liquor pot., for a 
child six years old. 


R. Pulv. guaiac. 


“myrrh. 
“capsicum ...... aa..oz.1 
PIR iscsivinsaasccisnns oz. 16 


From 5 to 30 drops in milk, alter- 
nated with 5 to 15 grs. of hyposulph. 
sod. every two to four hours. Over an 
hour should intervene between doses, 
to prevent coagulation of the milk. 
With chloral and glycerine locally, we 
have used both of the latter formulz 
with signal benefit. Speaking of chlo- 
ral, we believe, at no distant day, this 
agent, with bromide potassium, will “go 
to the front,” as local remedies in throat 
affections. 








R. Cincho-quinine ............ , 
Chlo. pot. sat. sol........ dr.2 


SACylC acid,..... .... sgt 
Tinct. mur. iron......... m.30 
PI soise: sca ssintcccsines dr. 2 
SWeet cream..........0005. oz.2 M. 


Use as an injection, every four to six 
hours. Increase or lessen the brandy, 
as necessity may require. If much jac- 
titation exist, or should the enema be 
rejected, ten drops of laudanum may 
be added. So great are the absorptive 
powers of the rectum, that some ex- 
treme cases are reported as having been 
kept up for days, and finally conducted 
to convalescence with the above quiet- 
ing, tonic and stimulating injection. 
We would think this plan well worthy 
of trial in cases in which we are de- 
barred from medication .otherwise. 


BLEEDING AT THE CORD. 


By DR. A. PETIT. 


Case 1. Attended a lady who, after a 
natural labor, was delivered of a large, 
healthy looking male child. There was 
nothing abnormal in the appearance of 
the cord, which I ligated as_ usual. 
About three hours after leaving the 
house I was called back, and found that 
there had been a severe hemorrhage 
from the cord. There was no bleeding 
when I arrived, but though the ligature 
seemed sufficiently tight, I placed an- 
other behind it. There was no more 
bleeding at that time, but on two occa- 
sions after the dropping of the cord 
there were slight hemorrhages from the 
umbilicus, for which I used the topical 
application of the solution of perchlo- 
ride of iron. The child survived and 
did well. 

Case 2. Was called to see an infant 
three days old. It presented a good 
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appearance as to health, but had just 
had a severe hemorrhage from the base 
of the undetached cord ; there had been 
no bleeding from the distal end of the 
cord. I wrapped the base of the cord 
with linen saturated with the solution of 
perchloride of iron, and ordered one 
drop of the muriated tincture of iron 
and five of Squibb’s ergot every two 
hours. There was no return of the 
hemorrhage then or thereafter. 


Case 3. Was called to see a negro 
child eight or ten days old, which was 
having a severe hemorrhage from the 
umbilicus ; tried the topical application 
of perchloride of iron without success, 
then transfixed the unbilicus with two 


pins and wrapped them tightly with | 


silk; this controlled the hemorrhage 
for a while, but the child ultimately 
bled to death. 


Case 4. Was called during the night 
to see a child about eighteen days old, 
which presented a very anzmic appear- 
ance. Father stated that at birth it 
seemed healthy and promising, but that 
on two occasions after the dropping of 
the cord it bled profusely from the um- 
bilicus—afterwards from the skin on the 
right side of the chest, and then from 
the right and left temple. After this a 
large blood tumor made its appearance 
on the left wrist. The seat of hemor- 
rhage on the right temple was covered 
by a little desicated blood about the 
size of a pin’s head, and the seat of 
hemorrhage from the left temple pre- 
sented a little rosy spot about the same 
size. There was no apparent solution 
of continuity of the skin. The left 
wrist presented a large blood tumor, 
the skin covering of which was dark and 
seemed about to sphacelate. There had 
also been some hemorrhage from the 














throat, which, on being examined, pre- 
sented a dark, apparently hemorrhagic 
tumor on the edge and above the right 
soft palate. The father now told me 
that his family physician was attending 
the child, but that having tried unsuc- 
cessfully to get him to open the tumor on 
the wrist, he had sent for me. I told him 
the child would most probably die any 
how, but that the use of any cutting 
instrument would insure and hasten its 
death. He told me afterwards, that on 
the next day his physician yielded to 
his importunities and lanced the tumor, 
after which the child bled to death. I 
think the frequent administration of 
small doses of iron and ergot, and the 
application of a compress of carbolized 
glycerine to the tumor would have been 
a treatment worthy of trial. I made 
inquiries as to the health of the parents. 
They both looked well, and I could find 
no reason to attribute the bad nutrition 
of this child to constitutional taint. 
They gave healthy histories, and had had 
several other children who enjoyed in- 
variable good health.—V. O. Med. Jour. 





THE THERAPEUTICS OF HEAD- 
ACHE. 


A Lecture Delivered at Bellevue Hospital Med. College, 
By A. A. SMITH, M.D. 





GENTLEMEN—We take up to-day the 
therapeutics of certain forms of head- 
ache, a very important subject. Head- 
ache may be divided into organic and 
functional; but I believe you will get a 
better idea of the treatment by dividing 
the cases according to the causes. 

You will remember we took up purely 
neuralgic headache at the last lecture. 

A headache, when due to nervous 
disturbance, such as occurs in hysterical 
or excitable subjects, if associated with 
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plethora, often yields to a saline cathar- 
tic. The most agreeable is the solution 
of citrate of magnesia, and should be 
given, a full bottle of it on ar empty 
stomach. In addition, it is well to give 
one of the bromides combined with va- 


lerian. The following prescription I 
frequently use: 
R. Sodii bromid.......... dr.vi. 


Flix. valer. amm.....oz.iv. 

M. Sig. dr.i. every, hour until re- 
lieved. 

If such nervous headache be asso- 
ciated with anemia, after relieving the 
immediate attack with the bromide and 
valerian prescription, give iron, and 
give it for weeks, until there is a, decided 
improvement in the patient’s condition. 
Always give the iron after meals. In 
these anaemic cases it is often advisable 
to stimulate the heart’s action. For 
this purpose I have found the following 
useful ; 


R. AMM. muriat...<ccosss0. 0Z.SS. 
Tinct. actae racemos., 
POM  cax0nse nesaen aa..OZ. li}. 


M. Sig. dr.ij. after meals in a wine- 
glass of water. 


If there be despondency and depres- 
sion of spirits, phosphorus, with nux vom- 
ica, isa good combination, The unpleas- 
ant taste of the phosphorus has been over- 
come by being made into sugar-coated 
or gelatine-coated pills. I frequently pre- 
scribe a pill containing phosphorous er. 
*, with ext. nux vomica, gr. # t. i. d., 
with the happiest results. The pills 
can be obtained of any reliable drug- 
gist This despondency is apt to occur 
in those who have been overworked 
mentally, or are harrassed by business 
cares, or who suffer great mental anx- 
iety. If, in addition to these symp 
toms there be sleeplessness, I employ 
the following pill : 








R. Camph. pulv.......... gr.XXV. 
Ext. cannab. ind......gr.x. 
Ext. hyoscyami....... gT.XX. 


M. Div. in pill No. x. 


Tig. One at night. Repeat in two 
hours if necessary to produce sleep. 

It is important to attend to the gene- 
ral health of the patient. Remove all 
causes of excitement; encourage exer- 
cise in the open air; let the food be 
simple but nutritious; let the sleeping- 
room be large and well ventilated; in 
short, let the patient be surrounded by 
the best possible hygienic influences. 
These general remarks will apply to 
almost al] forms of headache. 


SICK-HEADACHE, 


I usually recognize two forms of sick- 
headache (so-called), the one neuralgic 
in character, as hemicrania and trifacial 
neuralgia, the other a dyspeptic head- 
ache. In the neuralgic variety the pain 
in the head precedes the nausea, while 
in the dyspeptic variety the pain in the 
head succeeds the dyspeptic symptoms. 
In the neuralgic, vomiting does not re- 
lieve the pain, while in the dyspeptic an 
emetic or laxative often removes the 
pain in the head by removing the cause. 
In addition to the treatment given ina 
previous lecture for neuralgic headache, 
which often occurs at intervals of a few 
days, or a week or two, sometimes com- 
ing on at sunrise and disappearing at 
sunset, I have good results from the 
ase of guarana, or paullinia sorbillis, as 
it is sometimes called. I give it 
usually in powder, grains fifteen every 
fifteen minutes, until six doses have 
been taken. It is best given in a 
little sweetened water; and if six doses 
do not relieve, do not continue it; it 
will probably not relieve. It is well to 
give these powders in any headache (not 
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malarial) of long standing and prone to 
return at certain intervals. 
MALARIAL HEADACHE. 

Malarial poison may prodnce pain in 
any portion of the head, but the most 
frequent locations are the sub-occipital 
region, the frontal, and on either side 
(hemicrania). Begin your treatment by 
the use of quinine. If distinctly peri- 

odical, give ten or fifteen grains two or 
three hours before the expected attack. 
It may be necessary to push the qui- 
nine in divided doses until cinchonism is 
produced, and kept up for several days, 
and then gradually diminish the dose. 
If the pain still continues to recur, and 
it frequently will, resort to arsenic and 
belladonna, five-drop doses each of 
Fowler’s solution and tincture bel- 
ladonna, after meals, increasing the 
- Fowler’s one drop each day until cede- 
ma arsenicalis is produced. This will 
seldom fail to give relief. 


HEADACHE FROM GOUT. 
I have found the following prescrip- 
tion beneficial in a headache dependent 


on gout: 
R. Vin. colch. sem............ dr. iij. 
Lithii bromide.. ........... 02. SS. 
Syr. zingib..... .....0+....0Z.8S. 


Aq. cinnamonii, q. s. ad..oz.vi. 

M. Sig. oz.ss. in a tumbler of Vichy 
water every four hours. 

Such patients will be benefited by 
the regulation of the hygiene, tonics, a 
partial discontinuance of stimulants, 
particularly those which have beer 
found by experience to aggravate the 
gouty symptoms. 

SYPHILITIC HEADACHE. 

It is hardly necessary that I should 
tell you that the headache of syphilis 
is more severe at night, and is quite apt 
to awaken the patient after twelve, by 
its increasing severity. The use of cal- 


omel in one-tenth grain doses every 
hour, for twelve hours immediately pre- 
ceding the time that it awakens the pa- 
tient, gives more rapid. relief than the 
ordinary constitutional treatment. The 
calomel treatment may be continued for 
two or three days, and then stopped, 
and iodide of potassium given. I usu- 
ally begin the iodide in fifteen-grain 
doses after meals, and gradually in- 
crease it until iodism is produced, or 
irritation of the stomach occurs, pro- 
vided the symptoms do not yield ear- 
lier. It may be necessary to push it to 
350 or 400 grains a day before the 
symptoms yield. 

RHEUMATIC HEADACHE. 


The headache of rheumatism is char- 
acterized usually by tenderness of the 
scalp, which is increased on pressure or 
motion. Use the mild faradic current 
on the scalp, and internally the follow- 
ing: 

R. Potass. iodide, 

Amm. muriat, ..... aa..dr.iss. 
Infus. humulli.,......,..+-.0Z.vi 

M. Sig. oz.ss. four times a day ina 

wineglass of water. 


In some cases of rheumatic headache, 
which have not yielded to the above 
treatment, I have found bromide of 
ammonia in twenty-grain doses every 
two hours effectual. 

URZEMIC HEADACHE. 

There is another form of headache 
which is of great importance as a symp- 
tom of serious disease. The pain in 
the head may be the first evidence you 
will obtain that there exists renal dis- 
ease, and that you really have to deal 
with urzemic headache. The judicious 
plan of treatment in such cases has for 
its object the removal of the abnormal 
amount of urine from the system. To 














accomplish this, you may call into ac- 
tion one or all of the three great emunc- 
tories of the body, the kidneys, the in- 
testines and the skin. Make the kidneys 
act if you can; apply dry cups over the 
region of them, and give internally the 
following : 

R. Potass. acetat 

Infus. digitalis 

M. Sig. oz.ss. q. 3 h.- 

The infusion should be made from 
fresh English leaves. Give this until 
the kidneys act freely, if you can make 
them do it within twenty-four hours. 
You cannot always rely on this, how- 
ever. If the kidneys do not act freely 
and the headache is not relieved within 
twenty-four hours, give a saline cathar- 
tic. A treatment almost domestic, and 
often very effectual, is to put an ounce 
of cream-tartar in a quart of water, and 
have the patient drink this in eight or 
ten hours. 


ALCOHOLIC HEADACHE. 

The headache of acute alcoholism, or 

inebriety, follows a debauch. The first 

indication is to remove the alcohol from 

the intestinal canal. For this give of 

rhubarb and magnesia calcined each half 
a drachm, then give as follows: 


R. Spts. amm. aromat 
Tinct. camph 
Tinct. hyosciami 
Spts. lav. comp. q.s.ad...0z. ij. 
M. Sig. dr.j.q. 1h. until the headache 
is relieved, and then give capsicum gr.ij. 
and quinine gr.iij. before each meal for 
several days. If there be sleeplessness 
give: 
R. Sodii bromid 
Chloral hydrat dr. iiss. 
Syr. aur. cort ...... a 
PQUee oo ceseee “saya 02. iiiss. 
M. Sig. oz.ss. at night, repeat in 





two hours if necessary to produce 
sleep. . 
DYSPEPTIC HEADACHE. 

Dyspepsia is a frequent cause of head- 
ache. 

If there is indigestible food in the 
stomach, and it has been there for some 
time, give an emetic, as mustard and 
warm water, or sulphate zinc gr. xv., 
and remove it. If there is evidence of 
indigestible food in the alimentary ca- 
nal, beyond the stomach, give gr.xx. of 
rhubarb and magnesia each, and remove 
it from the bowels. If the headache be 
frontal, and the pain is located immedi- 
ately over the eyes, give dilute nitro- 
muriatic acid in ten-drop doses, well 
diluted, after meals. If the pain is lo- 
cated about the roots of the hair, give 
an alkali before meals, as gr.xx. bicarb- 
onate cf soda or magnesia. The dys- 
peptic headache oftentimes is not con- 
fined to these regions, but spreads over 
the entire head, In such cases I com- 
bine an acid with an alkali, and add to 
these nux vomica, as in the following 
prescription : 

R. Sod. bicarb. .......c00+ dr. iiss. 

Ac. nitro-mur. dil 
Tinct. nuc. vom 


M. Sig. oz.ss. after meals in a wine- 
glass of water. 

If there be gastric pain, a mild coun- 
ter-irritant, as a mustard plaster to the 
epigastrium, will often relieve the pain 
in the head as well as the pain in the 


stomach. If flatulence be a troublesome 
symptom, give the following: 
R. Bismuth subcarb 
Tinct. nuc. vom . 
Tinct. card. co., 
Spts.lav.comp. aa q.s.ad.oz.iv. 


dr. iss. 
ee. Or, iss. 
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M. Sig. dr.ij. before meals in a wine- 


glass of water. 
If there be constipation, the follow- 
ing pill may be given, one in the morn- 


ing: 
R. Aloes pulv..........00...0+ dr.ss. 
Ext. Nuc. VOM............0 gr.v. 
Ext. belladonna............ gr.iv. 


M. Div. in pil. No. xv. 

In some forms of headache associated 
with stomach indigestion, I have found 
small doses, often repeated of tinct. 
nux vomica effectval. I give a single 
drop every fifteen minutes, and continue 
this two or three hours if necessary. 
In other cases, where the headache 
comes on soon after a meal and seems 
to depend on stomach digestion large 
doses of pepsin are effectual. Give a 
half drachm saccharated pepsin in a 
wineglass of sherry wine, t: i. d., and 
let it be taken during meals. 

HEADACHE FROM CONGESTION. 

Cerebral congestion as a cause of 
headache may be divided into two vari- 
eties, active and passive. These claim 
almost directly opposite plans of treat- 
ment. In the active variety the patient 
should be kept in a darkened room, 
perfectly quiet, cold and evaporating 
lotions applied to the head. A saline 
cathartic may be giuen, and the follow- 
ing prescription : 


R. Sodii bromid.............. dr.iiss. 
Bl, ext. ergot...c.c00s..: dr. iiss. 
BPE MN 0000 nccrsnveverse 072.88. 


Ag. aurant. Flor. q.s.ad. o2z.iv. 

M. Sig. oz.ss. q. 2h. 

If the skin be hot and dry, and the 
pulse full and rapid, give Fleming’s 
Tinct. Aconit. Rad. gtt. ii. q. 2h. until 
the heart’s action is sensibly diminished. 
Sometimes a hot mustard foot-bath will 
give relief. 

















The passive congestion variety de- 
mands a different mode of treatment. 
In many cases this varicty is found as- 
sociated with cardiac disease, and most 
frequently where there is cardiac dilata- 
tion. Hypertrophy gives rise to the 
active variety. Improve the condition 
of the blood by the use of iron, quinine, 
bitter tonics, alcoholic stimulants, good 
food, and stimulate the heart’s actien 
by the use of the following: 















R. Tinct. digitalis............. dr. iii. 
Spts. amm. aromat...... dr, vi. 
Spts. lavand co., 

Syr. simp. aa q. s. ad.....0z.iii, 






M. Sig. dr.i. gq: 4h. 
ANAEMIC HEADACHE. 






Cerebral anemia produces a headache, 
which is often mistaken for the passive 
cerebral congestive form. It is often 
associated with general anzemia, nervous 
exhaustion, and may occur in heart dis- 
ease in consequence of enfeebled heart- 
power, such as is met with in enlarge- 
ment with dilatation, fatty degeneration, 
and myocarditis. Improve the general ¥ 
condition of the patient, and stimulate 
heart’s action as recommended in the 
passive cerebral congestive variety. Ni- 
trite of amyl will relieve the immediate 
headache. Let the patient inhale three 
to five drops of it ona piece of cotton, 
placed within one nostril while the other 
is held closed. When associated with 
nervous exhaustion, I employ the fol- 
lowing : 





















Ri A, PU cass séanvnvesens gT.ss. 
Tenet Be, CRIOL,..065.00 0.0008 dr.ij. 
GAPOOAOR, 05505. crsecverere8 OZ. SS. | 





Infus. gentian q. s. ad....0z.vj. 
M. Sig. oz.ss. after meals, in a wine- 
glass of water. 
A word as to alcoholic stimulants. 
These are beneficial in headache de- 











pendent on cerebral anemia. Cham- 
pagne is a specially favorite form, and is 
much relished by those who suffer from 
nervous exhaustion. You should use 
caution in recommending it to such 
patients, as it may lead to serious results. 
Give it always as a remedy, and not as 
beverage. A safe plan is to recommend 
brandy, a tablespoonful after each meal, 
and limit the champagne to one glass, 
and let it be taken with the dinner.— 
Western Lancet. 


TRANSFUSION AND AUTO- 
TRANSFUSION. 





Abstract of a lecture delivered by Dr, Lesser before the 
Berlin Gynecological Society, December 1, 1874, and 
published iu Klinische Voriraege, No. 86. 


Three medical questions have excited 
general interest in Germany during the 
past few years, (1) military surgery (2), 
avoiding the loss of blood in operations, 
and (3) transfusion, which has been very 
generally discussed, though with little 


result. Here physiological experiment 
proves more profitable than clinical 
observation, and the author turns to 


that. 
He begins with the account of a sim- 


ple experiment. If the vena jugularis 
of a small dog be connected by a system 
of tubes and canulz with the carotid of 
a large dog, the blood of the large ani- 
mal passes over into the smaller, which 
soon begins to struggle, but then be- 
comes quiet, and the activity of the 
respiration is diminished. The large 
dog at first remains still, but the loss of 
blood causes after a while a quivering of 
the muscles, the breath is drawn deeper 
and more rapidly. Somewhat later the 
cramps accompanying loss of blood 
begin. Meanwhile, in the small dog 
the vessels are found swollen, and the 
eyes projected. If the experiment be 





now interrupted, the smaller animal runs 
about, all right. The larger animal lies 
motionless, the flow of blood from the 
carotid has almost ceased. If the artery 
is closed, the head lowered and the 
limbs compressed, so as to drive the 
blocd from the extremities and the 
abdominal cavity to the central regions, 
the animal begins to breathe again, and 
if the carotid is then re-opened the flow 
of blood begins anew, continuing till 
death follows. Upon weighing the 
small dog it was found, after the experi- 
ment described, that its quantity of 
blood had been doubled without produ- 


cing any immediate harm. 
This large addition of blood does not 


produce extravasations, but remains for 
the greater part in the vessels, as shown 
by Worm-Mueller. The arterial pressure 
is not, however, thereby increased, be- 
cause the elasticity of the walls of the 
vessels is changed ina peculiar way ; the 
capacity of the vascular system is thereby 
increased sufficiently to take up the extra 
blood without any rise of pressure, As 
the limits of this power ot self accom- 
modation lie beyond: the quantity of 
blood which might come into considera- 
tion in making a therapeutical transfu- 
sion, the fear of producing a dangerous 
rise in the pressure in the vessels by 
transfusion is unfounded, except, at 
most, in cases of certain diseases of 
organs in which any rise of the blood 
pressure might be followed by dangerous 
effects. The author makes other ex- 
tremely important applications of this 
new discovery. 

From animals whose blood has been 
doubled by transfusion, only a part of 
the blood can be recovered, and the 
animals die by bleeding before the quantity 
of blood has reached the normal level. If, 
however, the extremities be wrapped in 








Esmarch’s bandages and all means used 
to drive the blood towards the heart, the 
circulation recommences, and the pres- 
sure in the carotids, which was very 
low, rises again. Ir this way the life 
of the animal may be saved. 

This method has been called auto- 
transfusion by the French, and seems 
., destined to become of the greatest value, 
“ and has already beet used with success, 
though not many trials have been made 
of it. The author enumerates the fol- 
lowing indications for its use: 

(1.) Small loss of blood, before having 
recourse to transfusion, and before and 
after surgical operations. 

(2.) In cases of anaemia, before and 
after operations by which a fresh loss of 
blood is unavoidable. 

(3.) Operations requiring the inhala- 
tion of chloroform, in cases of anzmia, 
as the pressure of the blood is lowered 


by the influence of the chloroform, 
Lentz, Brunner, Scheinesson, etc. 


(4.) It should always precede transfus.- 
ion itself, especially in cases of loss of 
blood, as by it life may be maintained 
during the critical moment, which is 
often lost in preparing the instruments 
for transfusion. 


If the auto transfusion suffices, it shows 
that a transfusion is unnecessary; and 
becomes in this way a good means of 
diagnosis. 

The author then discusses the various 
forms of anemia in their relations to 
the quantity of blood and its pressure. 

In the author’s experiments the trans- 





fusion was, of course, made with the 
natural blood. The principal danger in 
this case is that of coagulation or the 
introduction of air, which the author 
reduced to a minimum by using merely 
two canulez, one for the artery and one 
for the vein, and connecting them by 
short bits of rubber tubing, with an 
intermediate glass tube. He recom- 
mends direct transfusion, and to avoid 
complicated apparatus. For indirect 
transfusion he considers a constant pres- 
sure of mercury, and that preliminary 
warming of the blood is unnecessary, 
as acold temperature delays coagulation, 
and Malgaigne, Polli, and Casse found 
no harm to be done by the injection of 
blood at the ordinary temperature. 

Since the introduction of defibrinated 
blood diminishes the coagulability, trans- 
fusion with it must be rejected when 
there is a fresh wound, or escape of 
blood. 

Transfusion is a means of saving life, 
the loss of which is imminent either 
from certain acute diseases, want of 
blood, or asphyxia of the tissues. It is 
evident that for man undefibrinated hu- 
man blood is the best, but the blood of 
animals may be used when it has no 
poisonous influence on the system. It 
is desirable to find some animal which 
may be obtained more readily than 
lambs, and the proposal to try dogs is 
worth experiment. 

Dr. Lester ends his interesting and 
original lecture with a final recommenda- 
tion of auto-transfusion—C, S. Minot: 
Boston Medical and Surg. Journal. 








Abstracts and Gleanings. 


Treatment of Diphtheria.—“1 will not 
stop to enumerate the long list of rem 
edies used, but will confine myself to 
the method which I have adopted, and 
with such evident success that I feel glad 
to announce to any of you who have 
not followed the same line of treatment 
that you will be compelled to say—‘ Eu- 
reka.’ Iam sure I feel quite as enthu- 
siastic in the success of the treatment 
which I propose to lay down as one of 
our number is in the treatment of vari- 
ola with milk-punch and egg-nog. If 
you are permitted to see the patient 
within the first few hours of the attack, 
commence your treatment at once with 
quinine and aromatic sulphuric acid in 
doses suitable to the age of the person 
receiving it. Give freely of solution of 
chlorate of potassa, as a disinfectant, 
and perhaps you will not be required to 
administer any other remedies. If, how- 
ever, the membrane has become so 
thickly deposited as not to be affected 
by the acid and chlorine, you should ap- 
ply with your own hand a mop, properly 
made, saturated with the liquid persul- 
phate of iron, and literally swab out the 
throat until you remove every particle 
ofmembrane. Let this be repeated two 
or more times each day, or as often as 
the membrane would continue so to be 
reproduced, and you will have the satis- 
faction of seeing your patient make a 
speedy recovery without any of the con- 
sequent sequelz. I took my first hint 
of the sulphuric-acid treatment from a 
short extract which I clipped from a 
paper coming from a doctor in Australia, 
where the disease was producing such 
extensive ravages that the government 
offered a large reward for any certain 





method of cure. I will quote from the 
paper: ‘It is simply the use of sulphu- 
ric acid, of which four drops are diluted 
in three fourths of a tumbler of water to 
be administered to a grown person, and 
a smaller dose to children, at intervals 
not specified. The result is said to be 
a coagulation of the diphtheritic mem- 
brane, and its ready removal by cough- 
ing. It is asserted, where the case thus 
treated has not advanced to a nearly fatal 
termination, the patient recovered in 
almost every instance.’ This suggested 
to me the treatment which I have already 
announced ; and from the experience of 
entire success which I have had in the 
last two years in not having one fatal 
case during that time from that disease, 
where I had the treating of the case 
from the beginning, I do not hesitate 
in declaring it as my opinion that quinine 
as an eliminator of the poison from the 
system, and sulphuric acid as a detergent 
to the throat, are decidedly as mucha 
specific for diphtheria as quinine is for in- 
termittent fever, or iodide of potash and 
bichloride of mercury are for tertiary 
syphilis.” — Piel. Med. Times. 


Differences Between the Anesthesia of 
Ether and Chloroform.—Prof. Schiff (Brit. 
Med. Jour., May 22, 1875), relates the 
results of more than five thousand ex- 
periments on the differences between 


ether and chloroform anesthesia. With 
both, paralysis of conscious sensation, 
paralysis of the movement of voluntary 
muscles, paralysis of respiration, circu- 
lation, and, finally, paralysis of the heart 
and the vaso-motor nerves, occurs. 
Respiratory paralysis is produced by 
ether when circulation and blood press- 
ure remain within the limits compatible 
with life. Sometimes the vascular press- 
ure increases, sometimes it decreases, 








but is always sufficiently high to allow 
the exchange of the carbonic acid gas 
with the oxygen of the atmosphere. 
Vascular succeeds respiratory paralysis 
when ether is administered. The re- 
verse takes place with chloroform. 
Frequently an amount of this anesthetic 
agent which would not be sufficient to 
produce respiratory, may suffice to bring 
on vascular paralysis. Under these con- 
ditions, and when vascular paralysis 
lasts under thirty seconds, artificial res- 
piration is useless, because there is no 
longer any exchange of gases, the blood 
pressure being diminished. The cessa- 
tion of respiration, therefore, is not the 
most dangerous moment to animal life 
when etherization is employed, whilst it 
may be so with chloroformization, be- 
cause sometimes it is possible to pro- 
duce some automatic respiratory move- 
ments; but, nevertheless, respiration 
ceases immediately and the animal dies. 
With etherization, on the contrary, when 
some automatic inspirations are obtained 
it may be taken as certain that respira- 
tion will continue, and that the animal 
will live. Schiff affirms that in the pres- 
ent state of our science there are no 
means which will show us how to re- 
cognize, so as to prevent them, the 
tendencies which may cause death in 
some animals after the first inhalations 
of chloroform before having produced 
true anesthesia. The reverse occurs 
with ether, so that it may be said that, 
in the present state of knowledge, the 
surgeon is responsible for the death of 
the individual by etherization, whilst he 
is not responsible when death occurs 
from chloroformization. From these 
facts Schiff concludes: 


1. The phenomena relating to the 
paralysis of sensibility and movement 








are common to both ether and chloro- 
form. 

2. The two other orders of phenom- 
ena—that is to say, those relating to 
vascular and respiratory paralysis—often 
show themselves in inverse order with 
reference to these two agents. 

3. With chloroform, however, either 
the one or the other of these two paral- 
eysis may first show itself, involving great 
danger to the animal if the vascular 
phenomena be the first to make their 
appearance. Therefore the use of chlor 


oform should be rejected and ether only 
used.—/Jour. of Mat. Med. 


Gelseminum as an Antidote to Veratrum 
Viride.—Gelseminum has been success- 
fully used in a case of poisoning by ver- 
atrum viride (Jounal of Materia Medica, 
N. Y.). The following is recommended 
by Dr. Wilson:—Five drops of fluid 
extract of gelseminum, with a quarter of 
a grain of powdered nux vomica, admin- 
istered every fifteen minutes.—Zhe Doctor. 

[We have never yet been able to as- 
certain what is a poisonous dose of ver- 
atrum viride. We have seen it admin- 
istered in teaspoonful doses of Norwood’s 
tincture, and we have habitually given 
from ten to thirty drops of the same 
tincture every two hours without pro- 
ducing any symptoms more alarming 
than those witnessed after taking half a 
grain or so of tarter emetic; and these 
symptoms invariably cease in an hour or 
two if the medicine is discontinued. 
We very strongly suspect, therefore, that 
the supposed antidotal effects of gelsem- 
inum alluded to above, were due to “me 
alone and not to the medicine. There 
is no single medicine capable of antag- 
onizjng veratrum, because the effects of 
the latter are twofold. First, it is a vas- 
cular sedative, and secondly (but not in- 
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variably), a nauseant: and itis wrong to 
infer that the first is consequent to the 
second ; for we are in the constant habit 
of obtaining the first effect without pro- 
ducing any nausea at all, by simply 
combining the medicine with morphia 
or tincture of opium. For the nauseat- 
ing effect of the drug, therefore, opium 
or one of its preparations is a perfect 
antidote; while for its effects upon the 
heart, alcohol in some form is probably 
the only—certainly an all-sufficient— 
antagonist. Certainly, if the generally 
received views of the physiolegical ac- 
tion of veratrum and gelseminum are 
correct, the latter is directly contra indi- 
cated in the so-called veratrum poison- 
ing.—Ed. Phys. & Surg. 


Cool Bathing in the Treatment of In- 
flammatory Bowel Affections During the 
Summer,—I beg to offer a method of 
treatment of bowel affections of children 
in the summer season, where fever is 
present. It has been so successful with 
me, that I am confident, if applied more 
generally, it would lessen very greatly 
the rates of mortality in the summer 
season. I allude to that form of disease 
which is denominated entero-colitis. 

Before we are called to these cases, 
tentative measures for the relief of the 
diarrhoea have already been applied by 
the friends, so that the inflammatory 
stage is generally fully developed when 
we first see the patient. The skin is hot 
(temperature 1023° to 105°), the pulse 
rapid (130 to 150), respiration 30 to 50, 
with frequent purging of semi-fluid, 
greenish watery, fecal, and half digested 
matters; the mouth and tongue are dry; 
the thirst intense, but the water taken 
to slake it is quickly thrown off; the 
eyes are staring; pupils contracted; in- 
somnia and rolling of the head, with 





utterance of distressing cries, due to 
headache from hyperemia of cerebral 
vessels and unappeased thirst. Such is 
a general statement of the symptoms. 

I at once proceed to give the little suf- 
ferera bath in hydrant water, which with 
us, in summer, is about 75°. I have 
found it necessary to give this my per- 
sonal attention at first, the mother or 
friends will not carry out instructions, 
on account of the cries and resistance of 
the child; it seems to them a great 
cruelty. 

The contact of a hot skin with cold 
water is certainly painful for the mo- 
ment, hence I immerse the body from 
legs upward gradually, sponging the 
skin in advance, so as to obtain tolerance. 

When the body and extremities are 
fully under, holding the head in the 
palm of my left hand, I pour over its 
surface cooler water, such as cistern wa- 
ter, which is here about 65°. This is 
kept up for ten or fifteen munutes. 
Meanwhile the child ceases to cry or 
struggle, and is evidently greatly com- 
forted ; more especially when cool water 
is freely given to drink—the greedy 
swallowing of which shows how much 
of its distress is due to thirst. 

After the bath the patient should be 
wrapped, unwiped, in a light woollen 
shawl, and laid upon its bed, with a 
slight additional covering. The pulse 
has lost frequency, but is quite feeble 
the breathing is slower and the skin 
quite cool, even bluish in hue. The 
sedation may seem at first too great ; but 
reaction soon begins, a healthy warmth 
and perspiration are established, and the 
child falls into a peaceful sleep. The 
scene has so changed that one will find 
no difficulty thenceforth in getting a 
bath given three or four times in twenty- 
four hours, if the alarming train of symp- 
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toms make show of revival; and they 
will revive to such an extent as to re- 
quire exhibitions of the bath from time 
to time for two or three days perhaps; 
for the diseased state of the mucous 
membrane within has not been as sud- 
denly relieved as the abnormal heat of 
the body. 

In the meantime internal remedies 
should be freely employed. Quinine, 
whisky, beef-tea, milk, and lime-water 
are the chief agents. One grain of qui- 


nine and a drachm of whisky every three | 
| the nutrition and strength. 


hours, fora child eight or sixteen months 
old, looks rather formidable, but they 
will be found admirable while the dispo- 
sition of fever lasts. 


Subsequently bismuth and pepsin are 
of great value to restrain diarrhoea and 
to assist digestion, so greatly at fault 
owing to the blow which the mucous 
membrane has suffered.—O. G. Come 
gys.—Medical Record. 


Bromide of Arsenic in the Treatment of | 
Epilepsy —Dr. Th. Clemens, of Frank- | 


fort-on-the-Main, has employed bromide 
of arsenic for twenty years in the treat- 
ment of diseases of the nervous system, 


with it. He uses the liquor arsenic. 


be given for months and even years, 


effects of a long-continued arsenical 
course. All his cases of epilepsy have 


by this remedy, but in only two cases 
has it produced a complete cure. In 
many cases of incurable epilepsy, com- 


plicated with idiocy and deformities of | 





| open at night. 
| tassium, this remedy does not require to 
| be given in increasing doses, and instead 





| cases. 
been markedly relieved and improved | 


the skull, the fits were reduced in num- 
ber from twenty in the twenty four 
hours, to four or even two, a result that 
has been obtained by no other tredt- 
ment. In connection with the bromide 
of arsenic, an almost exclusively meat 
diet is advised. The patients should be 
as much as possible in the open air in 
the daytime, and their windows be kept 
Unlike bromide of po- 


of interfering with digestion, improves 
Dr. Clem- 
ens has employed the following formule 
since 1859, and thinks that it ought to 
replace Fowler’s solution, which is ir- 
rational in its composition and uncertain 
in its action. This solution becomes 
stronger with time ; the chemical union 
of the bromide with the arseniate of 


potash becoming more and more per- 
| fect—R Pulv. Arsenic, alb., Potassa. 
| carb. e. tartar., aa dr. i; coque cum aqua 


destil. lb. ss. ad solut. perfect.; adde, aq. 
evaporat. restituta, aquee distil. oz. xij., 


_ dein adde brom. pur. dr. ij., refrigerat. 


stet per sufficient. temp. ad decol., S. 


| liq. arsenic. bromat.—Allg. Med. Central- 
and especially of epilepsy, and claims | 2g, May 24th. 


that he has obtained astonishing results | 


Treatment of Syphylis.—A writer in 


bromat., and gives one or two drops in | the New Orleans Jledical Journal gives 


a glass of water once, or, if necessary, | 
twice daily. These minute doses may | 


the following: 


Five cases are under observation at 


| the present time, some eight months 
without producing the usual unpleasant | 


having elapsed since infection in two in- 


| stances, and fully a year iu the other 


The patients are all situated un- 
der favorable hygienic circumstances, 


| and have at no time been unfitted for 
_ social life or attendance upon business. 
| A slight roseola upon the abdomen, 


chest, and arms, preceded by slight 
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febrile action, a few superficial mucous 
patches upon the lips and tonsils, make 
up the sum total of the lesions which 
have been observed. The treatment has 
consisted in small doses of the protiodide 
of mercury, one-third of a grain, thrice 
daily, with inunctions thrice weekly with 
the 10 per cent. oleate of mercury, and 
the most scrupulous preservation of the 


general health by means of tonics and | 


attention to hygienic measures. This 
plan of treatment, known as the e/in- 
ative, has recently been ably presented 
to the profession in this country by Drs. 
Van Buren and Keyes, of New York, 
and seems worthy of the highest favor. 
From our very limited experience quite 
an abiding faith has been established in 
the statement of these gentlemen that a 
patient of good general health and tem- 
perate habits, under favorable hygienic 
surroundings, and treated from the be- 
ginning for a period of two years in this 
manner with mercury, followed up by a 
year’s use of mercury and iodide of po- 
tassium in combination, will have no 
serious lesion, and will continue to enjoy 
as good health afterward as before the 
attack. 





Rabies Successfully Treated by Woorara, 
The Veterinary Journal for July states 
that Offenberg, in his recent inaugural 
dissertation at the Berlin Hospital, gives 
the case of a girl, twenty-four years of 
age, whe had been bitten eighty days 
before by a dog supposed to be rabid. 
Injections of morphine and the inhala- 
tion of chloroform having been used 
without benefit, seven injections of woo- 
rara, amounting in all to three grains, 
were given in the course of five and a 
half hours. First the muscles became 
steadier, then the convulsive seizures 
less frequent, the dread of water and the 








photophobia disappeared and the voice 


improved. Some symptoms of paralysis 
now appeared, which reached their max- 
imum the following day. On the second 
day there was a slight relapse of the 
symptoms of rabies, which was checked 
by the injection of a little less than half 
a grain of the woorara. The patient re- 
covered slowly, a certain degree of 
weakness and sluggishness, and espe- 
cially weakness of sight, remaining at 
the end of two months. There was in- 
flammation, but no Suppuration, at the 
points of injection.— Medical Press and 
Circular, July 12, 1876. 


Treatment of Certain Forms of Acne.— 
Dr. Chantry claims that he has obtained 
gratifying success in the treatment of 
rebellious cases of acne of the tubercu- 
lous and hypertrophic variety, by the 
use of iodide of sulphur internally in 
combination with Hardy’s lotion exter- 
nally. He gives at first one, then two 
or three of the following pills: R. Sul- 
phur, iodide, gr. ss.; Extr. solani dul- 
eamare, gr. ij. M. He employs also 
the following lotion: R. Aqua, oz. iijss.; 
Tr. benzoin, dr. i.; Potass. sulphuret, 
dr. i. M. A teaspoonful in lukewarm 
water, to be used morning and evening. 


(Hardy.) If this lotion causes too much 
irritation, it must be replaced by lotions 
of filtered bran-water. In some cases 
the iodide of sulphur causes gastralgia, 
and its use must be discontinued ; but if 
this does not occur, a noticeable amelio- 
ration of the affection is found in about 
twelve to twenty days. The hard, pur- 
ple elevations which surround the tuber- 
cles slowly soften and become less swol- 
len, the usual desquamation of the epi- 
dermis takes place, and soon nothing 
remains but a diffuse, pale conges- 
tion, which disappears slowly, and is 
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often succeeded by triangular cicatrices. 

In a case of acne rosacea of the face, 
of nine months’ duration, which had re- 
sisted several methods of treatment, the 
iodide of sulphur could not be borne, 
and iodide of potassium was given in- 
stead, in doses rapidly increasing to a 
dracmh a day. At the same time the 
diseased parts were rubbed briskly every 
evening with a sulphur pomade (15 sul- 
phur to 30 lard). In fifteen days the 
cure was almost complete, and two 
months later there had been no return 
of the disease,—Lvon Medical, June 18. 


Treatment of Typhoid Fever by krgot.— 
At the meeting of the Association Fran- 
caise pour Lavancement des Sciences, of 
August 23d, M. Deboue, of Pau, stated 
that he had treated a number of cases 
of typhoid fever with ergot, and that 
his success has been satisfactory. The 
toleration of ergot increases with the 
severity of the disease. As a rule, the 
drug is not so well tolerated by women 
as by men; consequently it must be 


given in smaller doses to the former. It | 


may be given without fear to pregnant 
women. The pulverized ergot of rye 
preserves all its medical qualities for 
about eight days; if it lose its physio- 
logical properties within that time, it is 
because it was already altered when 


pulverized. Of fifteen cases treated by | ‘ een 
Dr. Duboue, the extreme rapidity of | consumption the douche is indicated. 


the cure rendered the diagnosis of two 
uncertain ; five cases of moderate gravity 
that recovered presented during their 
courses alternations of aggravation and 
amelioration that corresponded with 
intentional interruptions of the treatment. 
Of eight very grave cases, six recovered ; 
three of these cases being already far 
advanced before the ergot treatment was 
begun. In the two fatal cases, the ergot 








did not produce its ordinary therapeutic 
effects, and on examination it was found 
to be worm eaten and covered with a 
grayish powder.—Gaszette Hebdom. de 
Med. et de Chir., September 1st. 


The Cold Douche and Friction in the 
Treatment of Consumpiton.—Sokolowski 
has published (Berliner Klin. Woch., No. 
39 and 40) a series of articles showing 
the value of the cold douche with sub- 
sequent friction in the treatment of con- 
sumption. He makes a summary of 
the indications for their use as follows: 

I. Principally in individuals who 
have a well-marked tendency to con- 
sumption, provided there is a good gen- 
eral condition with a sufficient reaction 
after the douche. 

(2) Individuals born of consumptive 
parents who are at the age of rapid 
growth even though there be no appear- 
ance of the disease. 

(0) . Persons who have extreme sensi- 
tiveness of the mucous membrane of the 
respiratory passage, 7. ¢., who easily 
‘“take cold.” 

(c) Those who have catarrh of the 
apices (spitzen-catarrh). 

(2) In case of chronic bronchitis 
having no definite localization, and which 
are dependent on hereditary tendency. 

(ec) Anzmia from hereditary causes. 

II]. In patients who already have 





(z) Inall cases of inflammatory (ac- 
quired) phthisis, provided there is a 
good constitutional condition. 

(4) In constitutional (hereditary) 
phthisis, in case the destructive pro 
cesses are limited, and the general con- 
dition is good. 

In the winter season the douche should 
be used with great circumspection, and 
only in patients who are well nourished 
and strong. 
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Death from Chloroform, in which all the 
Usual Precautions were Taken to Guard 
Against It—A man, aged thirty-three 
years, was admitted into the Charing 
Cross Hospital (London), Dec. 20, with 
a recent and irreducible, although not 
strangulated, hernia. After the usual 
efforts at reduction in the warm bath, 
etc., the administration of chloroform 
was advised. Dec. 22. There had been 
no vomiting. From the time of his ad- 
mission until] his death the patient was 
kept upon liquid diet. Zhe Brit. Med. 
Jour. (December 23, 1876), in giving 
the details of the mode of death, says: 
On Friday, he had his half-pint of beef- 
tea at 1 o’clock, and was ordered to have 
no more food after that hour, as the chlo- 
roform administration was fixed for the 
evening. The man lay quietly in bed, 
and did not complain of exhaustion, but 
asked to have as little chloroform as 
might be, saying that he was not a strong 
man. Hehad been a publican, but there 
isno evidence as to his habits. Shortly 
after 8 o’clock, the administration was 
commenced by one of the assistant resi- 
dent medical officers, who was quite ac- 
customed to the duty. The patient lay 
in bed, loosely clad. The heart was ex- 
amined by the stethoscope, and consid- 
ered to be normal, and no stimulant was 
administered. The anzsthetic was given 
on folded lint, one-half drachm being 
poured on atatime. At the end of four 
or five minutes, when the fifth half drachm 
had been poured out, the taxis not hav- 
ing been commenced, and there having 
been no marked struggling, the face sud- 
denly became livid ; and the administra- 
tor, having his finger on the pulse, no- 
ticed it to become feeble, at the same 
time that respiration became slightly 
stertorous. The chloroform was at once 





removed, a pillow was placed under the 
patient’s shoulders, so that the head fell 
rather backwards, the tongue was drawn 
forward by forceps, and artificial respira- 
tion, by Sylvester’s method, was com- 
menced. Assoonas possible, two ounces 
of brandy, with warm water, were in- 
jected into the rectum; the chest’ was 
also flapped with wet towels, and the 
extremities rubbed and warmed. The 
patient, however, gave no sign of rally- 
ing, and ceased to breathe in the course 
of three or four minutes from his seizure. 
Later on, faradism was applied to the 
phrenic nerve, and artificial respiration 
was continued for an hour, but without 
result. At the post-mortem examina- 
tion, the lungs and brain were found 
congested. The heart was large, and its 
right cavities were full of dark blood, 
The right ventricle was noted to be thin- 
ner than normal, and was overlaid with 
fat. There was no naked-eye evidence 
of fatty degeneration, and the microscope 
was not used. The liver was fatty. An 
inquest was held, and a verdict returned 
to the effect ‘‘that deceased died from 
the effects of chloroform, but that it was 
properly administered.” 


Varicocele—Six Cases Treated by One 
Method.—We saw seven cases of varico- 
cele, in five of which the disease was 
confined to the left side, and in the re- 
maining two it was developed upon both 
sides. Six of those patients were under 
treatment by means of mechanical pres- 
sure afforded by a truss, and this was 
aided by a suspensory bandage. The 
odd case, the disease being only slightly 
developed, was treated by means of the 
suspensory bandage alone. Support the 
pendant parts, and at the same time 
make moderate compression immediately 
over the external abdominal ring. To 
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make pressure, an ordinary hernia truss 
was used, with the addition of a perineal 
band to secure it perfectly in position. 
The aim was to make such an amount of 
pressure as would moderately compress 
the veins at that point, and maintain it 
night and day, the truss being removed 
only for purposes of cleanliness. It was 
believed by the visiting surgeon that we 
should not resort to any more violent 
means of cure in a majority of cases, 
and that in a large proportion favorable 
results might be expectec. 


Propylamine.—‘‘Thus far almost the 


only application made of trimethylamine 


is in the treatment of acute rheumatism 
and gout. In some cases it appears to 
produce almost complete relief after the 
administration of a. few doses, but gener- 
ally a longer time is required (Awena- 
rius, Dujardin-Beaumetz, Spencer, Leo), 
It moderates at once, the fever and the 
joint-pain, and very decidedly shortens 
the duration of the disease. It is said to 
diminish the tendency to cardiac com- 
plication. 

“This agent, having su decided an influ- 
ence on the pulse, temperature, and ex- 
cretion of urea, will in the future, doubt- 
less, be applied to the treatment of oth- 
er diseases. 

“Chemically trimethylamine is incom- 
patible with the mineral acids, the salts 
of the metals, the alkalies (chlorides), 
and vegetable infusions. It should al- 
ways be prescribed alone, in solution, 
in some aromatic water. Therapeutical- 
ly, it is antagonized by the stimulants, 
opium, belladonna, digitalis, etc. 

‘For therapeutical purposes, the chloe 
ride, which is specially commended by 
Dujardin-Beaumetz, has the advantage 
of being free from the disagreeable taste 

f propylamine. It is almost odorless, 








and in solution has an alkaline but not 
unpleasant taste. The ordinary dose is 
two grains every three hours.” 


The Antagonism between Strychnia and 
Monobromide of Camphor.—The re- 
searches of Dr. Valenti Y. Vivo with 
these drugs are highly interesting, and 
his conclusions (Veternary Journal, July, 
1875) are worthy of being placed on re- 
cord. They are: 

1. The bromide reduces the force and 
frequency of the tetanic convulsions 
produced by strychnia, the tonic convul- 
sions being converted into atonic, and 
the action of the antidote is rapid and 
sure. A strong dose of the bromide is 
required. 

2. The bromide acts on the sympa- 
thetic, causing myosis and cardiac par- 
alysis. 

3. It is preferable to introduce the 
bromide by gastric ingestion, and in 
small and repeated doses. 

4, That from four to six grammes of 
the bromide in small doses should be 
given in cases of poisoning by strychnia. 

5. Twelve dogs after receiving a fatal 
dose of strychnia were saved by mono- 
bromide of camphor.— Zhe Doctor. 


Inhalation of Todine.—Dr. Seguin re- 
marks:—‘‘I beg leave to say, also, that 
for more than fifteen years, I usually 
prescribe the inhalation of iodine in forms 
whose formulary may be found in many 
drug stores in this city. The most 


usual of these forms being that ofa pillow 
containing aromatic plants, say sea- 
weeds, black walnut or fern leaves, etc., 
according to secondary indications. In 
this pillow is introduced a little bag or 
satchel containing a drachm or so of 
iodine, in as much of bran as will pre- 
vent the too rapid evaporation of the 
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drug. When the satchel does no more 
smell of iodine, it is refilled, and when 
the pillow begins to smell the pus-like 
odor peculiar to those cases, the herbs 
are also renewed. Let us remark ex 
passant that the alteration of both isin 
proportion to the gravity of the affec- 
tion. The pillow must be soft, and 
broad enough for the head and chest to 
remain upon it during the night tossings. 
The urine has to be tested for albumen 
during this treatment.” — A/edical Re- 
cord. 


Gastric Ulcer—Milk Treatment.—A 
female patient suffering with this disease 
was admitted, and at once placed upon 
such quantities of milk as could be taken 
without being rejected by the stomach. 


The amount given at first was only a 
teaspoonful, which could be repeated 


about every twenty minutes. The milk 
was increased in quantity only as it 
could be tolerated by the stomach, and 
the patient was then able to take halfa 
glass atatime. In addition a piece of 
cardboard about the size of a five-cent 
nickel was dipped in nitric acid, and laid 
over the region of the tenderness in the 
epigastrium, and permitted to remain 
until the cuticle was destroyed, when it 
was removed and the sore kept open by 
dressing it with a piece of adhesive plas- 
ter. The patient had been in the hos- 
pital several times suffering from the 
vomiting, etc., incident to this affection, 
and had usually been treated with injec- 
tions. But her recovery at this visit 
had been equally prompt and much 
more agreeable, although her symptoms 
had been as severe as at any previous 
admission.— Medical Record. 


Citrate of Soda in Diabetes. —M. Guyot 
Darmecy recommends ‘‘Citrate of Soda” 
in daily doses of half a drachm to one 





drachm, as an excellent remedy in this 
disease. It has been shown by analysis, 


that sugar disappears from the urine 
when this salt is used with the food in- 
stead of common salt. It is also known, 
since the researches of Wheeler, that the 
alkaline salts of organic acids, when given 
in doses too small to produce purgative 
effect, absorbed, and their acid being 
burnt up in the respiartory process, are 
elimanated by the urine as carbonates. 
Hence, “ Citrate of Soda” may, without 
interferiig with the gastric acid in the 
same way as alkaline carbonates, place 
the system under the influence of an 
alkaline carbonate, which is indispensa- 
ble to the interstitial combustion of the 
glucose of the food.—Medical Brief, 
July, 1876. 


Forcible Dilatation of the Sphincter Ani 
in the Treatment of Hemorrhoids.—Dr. 
Christofari in his work on this subject 
comes to the following conclusions :-~ 
Contraction of the sphincter ani plays an 
important role in the production of 
hemorrhvids. This contraction is much 
more frequent in hemorrhoidal affec- 
tions than most writers on the subject 
think. It produces the constipation 
and the acute pain which these patients 
suffer before and after defecation. It 
exists, too, without pain, and for this 
should be none the less considered as a 
cause productive of hemorrhoids. In 
remowing the constriction the physi- 
cian relieves the painful symptoms 
which it occasions and at the same time 


The best 


may treat the diseased parts. 
method toemploy is that of forcible dila- 


tation. This proceeding, so simple and 
so harmless, has succeeded in a very 
great number of cases.—Gaz. des Hop- 
taux. 
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A Prophylactic for Sore Nipples.—Dr. 
Julius Fehr writes (Mew York Medical 
Record, August 21st):—The curative, as 
well as the palliative, treatment of sore 
or cracked nipples being well known to 
be futile, my aim for a long time was di- 
rected to the finding of a reliable pro- 
phylactic. After trying a good many 
formulas of others, and combinations of 
my own, I came at last to the use of 
tannate of lead, the “cataplasma ad de 
cubitum”’ of the Pharmacopeia German- 
tca with the addition of a little glycerine 
to modify, in some degree, the exces- 
sive drying properties of that prepara- 
tion, This ‘‘plumbum tannicum pulti- 
forme’ I had applied, for about one 
month before parturition, two or three 
times a day, directly to the nipples. 
This I found ‘‘tanned” the nipples in 
so thorough a manner that they were 
perfectly able to withstand all suckling, 
and all pulling on the part of the infant 
successfully. At the same time, I use 
a piece of cotton felt, about one inch 
and a half in diameter, and half an inch 
in thickness, with an aperture in the 
middle large enough to give free access 
to the nipple. This will not only pre- 
vent the pressure of the garments on 
the nipples, but will give, at the same 
time, to the nipples a chance to develop 
themselves better, which is often so 
much needed.— Brit. Med. Jour. 





Atropia Potsoning.—Dr. Leonard.— 
Assisted by Dr. McDowell I operated 
for cataract in a man zt. 74 years. Af- 
ter the operation, prescribed a four-grain 
solution of atropia, to be used by instil- 
lation into the eye. Previously, had 
prescribed } grain doses of morphia, to 
be taken in conjunction with a cough 
mixture for bronchitis. During the night 
the patient took dr. j of the atropia so- 








lution in mistake for the morphia mix- 
ture. The characteristic toxicological 
effects developed, as great heat and 
burning in the throat, swelling of 
the tongue, numbness of the limbs, 
loss of consciousness, &c. Admin- 
istered 4-grain doses of morphia; 
after which the patient began to improve, 
and by four o’clock the next afternoon 
the unpleasant symptoms produced by 
the atropia had entirely disappeared. 


Smoking Belladonna in Asthma.—Dr. 
Reeves, in the Melbourne Medical Ree- 
ova, states that smoke from the leaves 
of belladonna possesses much more pow- 
er in cutting short an attack of asthma 
than that from stramonium. A long 
pipe is the best means of smoking them, 
the patient being instructed to draw the 
smoke deep ints the chest. If when 
the attack is at its height he has not the 
power of doing this, the leaves may be 
placed in a saucer containing lighted 
charcoal or wood-ashes, which should 
be placed ona chair in front of the pa- 
tient, this chair, as well as his own, be- 
ing covered with a large sheet, so as to 
confine the fumes, before the leaves are 
put on the hot charcoal. From two 
and a half to five grains of the leaves are 
sufficient when smoked, and from five to 
twenty grains when burned. 


Emulsion of Phosphorated Oil.—Prof. 
Redwood recommends the following 
method of exhibiting phosphorous in 
solution: Take one drachm of phos- 
phorated oil, two drachms of yolk of 
egg, six drachms of syrup of tolu, and 
sufficient chloroform water to make six 


ounces and seven drachms. Make an 
emulsion, and add one drachm of liquor 
potasse. The chloroform is introduced 
simply to preserve the preparation.—De- 
trout Rev. Med. 

















































A Simple Method of Treating Umbibli- 
cal Hernia in Infants.—A piece of white 
wax is softened, and fashioned with the 
fingers into a ball, which is then cut in 
twu, so as to form two hemispheres. 
One of these hemispheres, which must 
be of a size proportionate to the umbil- 
ical ring, is applied to it in such a way 
that its spherical surface securely fills 
the opening, and is then retained in po- 
sition by a strip of plaster. Instead of 
wax we may use gutta-percha, previous- 
ly softened in warm water. Both of 
of these substances, about two hours 
after their application, become sufficient- 
ly softened to the skin. If the plaster 


excites cutaneous erythema, it should be 
removed every two days, and the skin 
powdered with rice-powder.—Le Lor. 
deaux Medical, September 12th. 


Radical Cure for Piles —Dr, A. B. 
Bowen, of Magnoketa, Iowa, writes: 
“In a recent number of Zhe Record, my 
attention was directed to the treatment 
for nevus by hypodermic injection. 
From the similarity of the anatomical 
structure of the nzvus to hemorrhoidal 
tumors, I was induced to try the remedy. 
In the latter I used carbolic acid and 
ergot (fluid extract) in equal parts, in- 
jecting from ten to fifteen minims of the 
solution into the spongy, vascular hem— 
orrhoidal tumor. This was rcpeated 
about once a week for five or six times, 
when the tumor had entirely disappear- 
ed. I have tried this in several cases, and 
itactslike a specific.” —Pacific Med. and 
Surg. Jour. 


The Medical Uses of Myrrh. —M. 
Deliaux de Savignac, considers its action 
upon the stomach as being well estab 
lished, He has seen painful dyspepsia 
rapidly ameliorated under its use. It 
acts as a general tonic in gastralgia de- 





pendent upon several chronic diseases, 
anzemiaand chlorosis especially. Finally, 
its local calmative and disinfectant action 
makes it a useful addition to certain 
topicalapplications. The following form- 
ulz are recommended, by the author 
referred to, in the Dzctionazre encyclope- 
digue des sciences medicales : 


R. Prepared chalk........500 grammes. 
Powdered borax 250 


M. 


Antigastralgic wine of myrrh, pre- 
scribed in the dose of a wine-glassful, 
three times a day, before or after meals, 
according to the time at which the pain 
is experienced, has an excellent stom- 
achic effect ; it is prepared as follows: 
R. Best myrrh, powd. 20 grammes dr.v. 

Bitter orange peel....15 i 
Malaga wine 


dr.iv, 
1 litre f.0z.xxviii. 

Macerate ten days and filter.—/our. 
de Med.et de Chir. partiques, Nov. 1876.— 
Clin. Ree. 


Pilocarpin. — A substance has been 
separated from the leaves of jaborandi 
(pelocarpus pinnatus) that seems to possess 
all their virtues; it has been called pzlo- 
carpin. It has a semi-fluid existence, 
has a yellowish color, an agreeable odor, 
is free from acidity, and is spoken of as 
an alkaloid. In doses of one-twelfth to 
one-fourth of a grain, it is equal to an 
infusion containing the strength of from 
five to ten grains of the leaves. It has 
but little effect on the heart’s action, or 
on the temperature of the body, nor 
does it act as a narcotic on the brain. 
Jaborandi is in truth a harmless but 
highly potent medicine, and its efficacy 
is in its action as a sialagogue and dia} 


phoretic.—Druggist’s Circular. 
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The Sudden Checking of Opium Eating. 
The eminent Sir Robert Christison, after 
a large experience in the treatment of 
such cases, says that no good can be 
done by ‘‘ gradual reduction,’ and that 
it can be safely left off abruptly, even 
after many years’ indulgence. He rec- 
ommends bromide of potassium to allay 
irritability, and chloral to procure sleep. 
For the first three days the patient suf- 
fers from great depression, loathing, sick- 
ness and vomiting. By the fourth night 
he falls asleep and awakes refreshed, and 
in most cases the progress afterward is 
very satisfactory. There is, however, 

great danger of arelapse. Should diar- 

rhoea supervene, suppositories of mor- 

phia should be ordered. 


The Use of Contum.—Dr. A. M. 
Hamilton says that in the treatment of 
diseases where tremor is a symptom, 
much benefit has followed the use of 
conium at the female epileptic and para- 
lytic hospital on Blackwell’s Island. In 
two cases of chorea of long standing it 
produced a prompt amelioration of the 
patients’ condition, and in the tremor 
sclerosis it suppressed the movements 
for several weeks. It was given in the 
form of fluid extract, in doses of min. x 
three times a day.—Med. and Surg. 
Reporter. 


Chloral in Ulcers. —Dr. W. M. Wright, 
Surgeon and Secretary of the National 
Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers 
(Southern Branch), Hampton, Va., 
writes us: 

“I find nothing so valuable in the 
treatment of old indolent ulcers, not de- 
pendent upon necrosis, as a local appli- 
cation of a solution of hydrate of chlo- 
ral. Among the old soldiers of our 
home we have a great variety of such 
cases, and I find nothing improves their 
condition better or more rapidly than 
the above.”’ 








Prevention of After-Pains.—Dr. Le Dib- 
erder (Ann. de Gynecolog.) believes that 
ergot, suitably administered, has the 
power of preventing after-pains. He 
gives half a drachm in divided doses 
directly after the expulsion of the pla- 
centa, with the object of bringing about 
a firm and consistent contraction of the 
uterus in place of the alternate contrac- 
tions and relaxations to which he says 
after-pains are dne. The Dublin Med, 
Press and Circ., in commenting upon this 
statement, calls attention to the opinion 
of Sir Charles Locock, that after-pains 
were due to the retention of coagula, and 
that firm manual pressure upon the uterus 
to promote their expulsion was nev€r , 
followed by after-pains. 
















Creasote by Spray.—Commence with a 
weak solution of creasote, two minims 
to the ounce of water, and gradually in- 
crease it to twice that strength. A suffi- 
cient quantity of spirit should be added 
to dissolve the creasote. I direct the 
patient to take one deep inspiration, so 
as to entice the spray weil into the lungs, 
and again to renew it in the course of a 
few seconds. After one or two applica- 


tions it gives rise to no irritation or 
cough, and it is extremely agreeable to 
the patient. 















Castor Oil.—This nauseous drug can 
be easily taken when administered in 
the following way: The glass should be 
first rinsed with moderately hot water, 
and then two drachms of hot water, one 
ounce of castor oil and one drachm of 
peppermint water put in the order men- 
tioned. This is easily swallowed, and 
leaves hardly any taste of the oil in the 
mouth. 

Vegetable Diet for Epileptics.—Dr. 
Merson concludes that there are fair 
grounds for the deduction that farina- 
ceous food is more suitable for epileptics 
than a mixed or nitrogenous diet. 
























Valuable Prescriptions—Dr. Vander- 
beck, in Med. and Surg. Rep., pub- 
lishes the following formule in chemical 
and hospital practice in New York: 


EPILEPTIC SEIZURES AT THE MENSTRUAL 
PERIOD. 


The case in question was a young 
woman who menstruated only once in 
six weeks, and then the flow was very 
scanty. The convulsions were pro- 
nounced to be due to reflex irritation, 
from congestion of the ovaries. 


Belladonne ext 
Capsici, 
F. pil. 

Sig.—Taken every evening, for a few 
days before menstrual period. Just at 
this time, leeches, applied over the ova- 
ries, and warm baths, will be of service. 
The diet must be of easy digestibility. 

Also use the following prescription : 


R. Pot. brom., 


Tinct. belladon....... min. ij. 


Syrupi, 
Aque, aa q.s. ad. ft. 
Sig. —One dose, three times a day. 


dr ij. 


It may be remembered that it was in 
just such cases as these, of convulsions 
attending disorders of menstruation, 
bromide of potash first came into 
use. It was soon discovered that its 
antispasmodic virtue extended to all 
forms of epileptic seizures, whether con- 
nected with some obvious irritation, or 


having no such dependence, being idio- 
pathic in character. 


SUPRA-ORBITAL NEURALGIA (Syphilitic). 
R. Pot. iod., gr.x. 

One dose, ter die, in solution, after 
meal. Increase the dose to twenty 
grains, after a time, 

Also— 
R. Ung. aconite, strength, gr. ss, to 
adipis oz j. 

Sig-—Rub over painful part. 





UNCOMPLICATED SUPRA-ORBITAL NEURAL- 


R. Arsenici, 
Ext. Conii, 
Ext. cannabis ind. 
Sig.—One dose, ter die. Da Costa, 
OBSTINATE NEURALGIA. 
R. Sodz arseniatis, 
Cinch. sulphi: .........0« grs ij. 
COE CO sccirenesicannnnss grj. 
Sig.—One dose, ter die. During the 
paroxysm use hypodermic injection of — 
morphia. 
CEREBRAL NEURALGIA. 
R. Chloral hyd 
Pot. bromid 
Syr. aurant. cort. ..... . drss. 


Sig.—One dose, at bed time. 
Also— 
R. Tinc. cinch, comp 
Fl. ext. cinch 
Ammon. brom 
Sig.—One teaspoonful, ter die. 
UTERINE NEURALGIA. 
R. Tinc. aconit. rad 
Ammon. chloridi. ..... dr ij. 
Ammon. id. .....+04 dr j. 
Tinct. card. co 
Syr. aurant cort 
Aq. anisi., q s. ad. ft... oz viij. M. 
Sig.—One drachm, every four hours. 
Also— 
R. Syr. ferri. quiniz et strichniz phos. 


Sig.—One drachm, half an hour be- 
fore each meal. 


OVARIAN NEURALGIA. 
R. Ammon. mur 
Tinct. aconit 
Syr. aurant, cort........ 0z viij. M. 
Sig. —One drachm, ter die. Da Costa. 


—Dr. Roth related at the Medical 
Society of Strasburg, the case of a child 
three years old who vomited a button 
two years after it had been swallowed. 
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Scientific Items. 





The dzsulphide is regarded as a very 
superior disinfectant for sick rooms, etc. 
When ignited, it evolves sulphurious 
acid vapor. It may be burned in a spirit 
lamp, or in an open vessel. It is highly 
inflammable, and should be cautiously 
handled. 


The Sun is a molten mass, white hot, 
856,000 miles in diameter, equaling the 
bulk of 1,260,000 worlds like the earth, 
having a surrounding ocean of gas on 
fire 50,000 miles deep, tongues of flame 
darting up 75,000 miles, volcanic forces 
that hurl luminous matter to the height 
of 160,000 miles. He travels, also, in 
an orbit which requires a period of 13,- 
000,000 of years! The spectroscope 
reveals the existence on the sun of all 
the metals that are found in the earth 





Meteorological Observations.—In 1873, 
the Meteorological Congress at Vienna 
proposed that at least one observation 
should be taken, at a given time, at ev- 
ery signal station throughout the world. 
The Bureau at Washington has accord- 
ingly perfected an arrangement by which, 
at the hour of 7:35 A. M., observations 
will be taken in the United States, Great 
Britain, Austria, Algeria, Belgium, Den- 
mark, France, Germany, The Nether- 
lands, Norway, Russia, Portugal, Swe- 
den, Spain, Switzerland, Greece, Turkey, 
Canada, Hawaiian Islands, Dutch Guin 
ea and Japan, and upon all the navaj 
vessels of the United States. 





Venous Pulse Resulting from Chloro- 
form.—Prof. Leon Noel, of the Univer 
sity of Louvain, has published an article 
ina French journal, in which he an- 
nounces asa symptom of the physiolog. 
ical action of chloroform the fact that 





the internal jugular veins, the subcla- 
vian, and, in most cases, the externa 
jugular, and sometimes even the facia] 
veins, are the seat of pulsations which 
are isochronous with the radial pulse, 
These pulsations are scarcely sensible to 
the touch, but very perceptible to the 
eye. The Professor thinks that a ve- 
nous pulse so marked as this, indicates 
a profound perturbation of the functions 
of the heart. 


The Muicroscope-—In the animalcule 
world the law of devourer and prey 
holds good. Inasingle drop of water 
the larger infusoria have been seen to 
pursue and devour the smaller ones. In 
the language of Hudibras— 


‘These fleas have other fleas to bite ’em, 
And these fleas fleas ad infinitum.” 








Gnothera Biennis.—For that form of 
asthma which at certain seasons mani- 
fests itself, particularly at night, and 
associated with bronchial irritation and 
grastric disturbance, flatulency, etc., Dr. 
Davis, in the American Practitioner, says 
that he has found the Ginothera Biennis, 
or evening primrose, to be a valuable 
remedy. Thinks it has a specific action 
upon the pneumogastric nerve, and is 
adapted to the treatment of such cases 
of respiratory or gastric trouble as in- 
volve a morbid sensitiveness either in 
the laryngeal, pulmonary, or gastric 
branches of that nerve. He gives the 
fluid extract in doses of twenty-five 
drops in half tablespoonful ot water be- 
fore cach meal and at bed time. 





Value of a Finger —A court in New 
York has established the value of a hu- 
man diget, by giving a laborer, who had 
his finger mashed in moving a barrel of 
lard, damages against his employer to 
the amount of $1,000. 
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Practical Hints. 





Eczena.—In a clinical lecture by Dr. 
Yandell, in Loutsville Medical News, he 
remarks:—Quinia is the remedy for 
acute eczena in a vast majority of cases. 
Arsenic and other antiperiodics may 
substitute it. Iron is always needed.— 
Calomel in cathartic doses promotes re- 
covery. Local taeatment is not with- 
out benefit. These children will get the 
following prescriptions : 


PR iisiciinns si. cxecuge Rs 
Morphia,....... seein gr. ij; 
Carbolic Acid, ......s000«s gr. ij ; 


Benzoated oxide of zinc 

ointment (any other un- 

irritating ointment might 

GO a8 Well), ..0.00006. seoses 1 ounce. 
Mix thoroughly and apply to the erup- 
tion. No soap must be used, and wash- 
ing, even with simple water, should be 
done as seldom as possible. 


CORN iiicsiiurasiianersnreas gr. x; 
| ee gr. L 
Mix and make ten powders. Give one 
thrice a week at bed-time. 
Sulphate of Quinia...... 1 drachm. 
iris aie: servidanerts gr. XV; 
Syrup of tolu,...... 000+ ounces iiij. 


Mix carefully. Direct to shake well be- 
fore administering, and give each child 
fou: teaspoonsful daily, the last to be 
taken two hours before the period of se- 
vere itching is expected to commence. 
The first dose is to be given four to six 
hours preceeding the last. Properly 
compounded this isa tasteless mixture 
and therefore excellent for children.— 
It is readily absorbed, It seldom nau- 
seates. One of these children is two 
and a half years old; the other is a year 
younger. Children bear and require 
larger doses of quinia in proportion than 





adults. The antiperiodic treatment will 
be followed by the ferruginous and bit. 
ter tonics. As to diet, the children 
should have whatever they will eat.— 
Meat and fruits are especially good for 
them. Never put on low diet any of 
your patients with skin diseases, and en- 
courage all to use fats. 


Rheumatism Treated with Salicylate of 
Soda.—Professor A. Clarke.—Prof. C. 
treated eleven cases of acute rheumatism 
—all that occurred in his ward of Belle. 
vue from April 1 to June 1—with thi- 
drug. In nine of the cases there was 
early improvement following the use of 
the medicine. In two cases the ameli- 
oration was more gradual. The influ- 
ence of the medicine in ‘‘ lowering the 
fever heat and diminishing the excited 
pulse were as marked as its power to 
relieve pain.” 

The formula used in all the cases is as 
follows: 


R—Acid salicylic...........00+ esses dr. iij ; 
Sodz bicarbonat.. ........ ss dr. ij; 
Glycerine ) - al 
Aq. if eee ee eeeeee eee ne eee . 

M. Sig. Tablespoonful every two 


hours for the first day, and afterward 
the same dose six times a day. 

No unpleasant effect of any kind was 
noticed after the administration of the 
medicine. —Med. Record, Oct. 14, 1876 


“Important, if True.’’—An English- 
man of some note sends to a Liverpool 
paper the remarkable statement that 
the worst case of small-pox can be cured 
in three days, simply by the use of 
crearn of tartar. One ounce of cream of 
tartar dissolved in a pint of water, drank 
at intervals, when cold, he says, is a cer- 
tain remedy; it has cured thousands, 
never leaves a mark, never causes blind- 
ness, and avoids tedious lingering. 
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Editorial and Miscellaneous. 


& All communications relating to the business of 
TuE Recorp, for the year 1877, must be addressed to 
DR. R. C. WORD, 
Business Manager, South. Med. Rec.. 
Atlanta, Ga, 


&> Brief and practical communications are solicited 
on all subjects pertaining to medicine, also reports 
of cases in practice. 

"Send money by check, postal order, or regis 
tered letter. 

t Write your name, post-office, county and State 
plainly. 


VERTEBRATED ANIMALS IN 
THE HUMAN STOMACH. 

Dr. Fisher, of Ohio, reports to the 
Nashville Journal of Medicine, a case of 
a mouse, swallowed by a lady froma 
pitcher of water, which remained alive 
in the stomach a period of four months, 
when it was ejected by vomiting. The 
editor, while publishing the case, and 
uttering nothing disparaging to the 
doctor’s veracity, evidently regards him 
the dupe of a hysterical trick. We will 
here mention the facts of a case given 
to us by Dr. Gordon, of LaFayette, 
Ga., a respectable physician, who af- 
firmed that the facts were positively 
true as related. We repeat from mem- 
ory, and will, therefore, not attempt to 
give the dates, or describe accurately, 
the symptoms. The doctor stated that 
he had been somewhat annoyed by fre- 
quent calls to visit a negress suffering 
with paroxysms of pain and cramps in 
the stomach, described by the patient as 
a crawling, moving, sensation, and a 
sense of oppression and choking. These 
symptoms had recurred at frequent in- 
tervals for two or three years, each suc- 
cessive attack seeming to grow worse, 
until at length they became almost un- 
supportable. The doctor, supposing it 
to be a case of hysteria, prescribed a 





mixture of hartshorn and assafceteda, 
which always gave relief for the time. 
As the attack continued to return from 
day to day, the doctor at length pre- 
pared a quantity of the medicine and 
directed her to use it pro ve nata. For 
eight or ten days after the directions 
last given, he heard nothing of his pa- 
tient, but was again sent for in great 
haste and informed that bones and pu- 
trid matter were being discharged from 
the bowels—a fact which had greatly 
alarmed the patient. Upon examining 
the matter thus discharged, he found a 
number of bones and portions of the skin 
of a vertebrated animal. These he care- 


fully preserved, and directed them to 
preserve any other portions that might 


appear. At a subsequent visit, more 
had been discharged, and the skeleton 
complete was found. The Doctor gave 
usa rib, a vertebra and a claw with a 
portion of the skin of the animal which 
we subjected to a close examination. — 
The claw was very nearly an ‘half inch 
in length. The tibia and femur were 
about # of an inch each, and articulated 
in a manner indicative of a crawling, or 
crab like motion. The rib was slightly 
curved and nearly an inch in length.— 
Allowing the corresponding rib to be of 
equal length, the vertebra interposed, 
and a reasonable space for the cartilagi- 
nous, or membranous connection in front, 
the animal must have been not less than 
three inches in circumference, or an inch 
in diameter, and probably five to six 
inches in length. The skin resembled 
that of a cat-fish. We make no com 
ment on this case further than to add 
that there isin that country an amphibi 








ous creature called waterdog, which has 
great tenacity of life, and which fully 
answers the description of the animal 
described. Touching on the facts as re- 
lated, we belicve them correct, that the 
Doctor was not deceived by the patient, 
and that he isa man of truth and in- 
tegrity. W, 


INTERNATIONAL REGULA- 
TIONS. 


It is said that the French government 
is about to prohibit American and other 
physicians foreign to theircountry, from 
practicing medicine in France. The 
same prohibition is being entertained in 
England, where an American physician 
was indicted for practicing without an 
English diploma. While it does not 
seem proper to permit, indiscriminately, 
as we do in the United States, every 
foreign pretender to practice the profes 
sion who may choose to do so, yet it 
would seem illiberal and unjust, if not 
inconsistent with international law, to 
ignore and disregard the rights which 
our diplomas confer upon us at home. 


k=" Our January number was gotten 
out under difficulties growing out of the 
unusual demand for press-work in the 
city, and the inability of the publishers 
to give the time and attention requisite 
to the proper execution of the work. 
The present issue will be found an im. 
provement on thefi rst, and the journal 
may be expected soon to attain to that 
neat and substantial form designed by 
the editors. The matter of the journa] 
was highly practical and interesting, as 
evinced by testimonials already received. 
The present issue will also be found 
highly practical, and the editors will, in 
the future, labor still more assiduously 














to furnish our readers with more than a 
guid pro quo for the price of subscription. 


Cum ate oF Upper GrorGia.—A gen- 
tleman in St. Joe, Cal., writes us to 
learn something of the climate and 
health of this section of country. We 
refer him and others desiring such in- 
formation, to Dr. Little, the State Geol- 
ogist, Atlanta, Ga., and to the editor of , 
The South, New York, who has devoted 
a copy of his paper to a description, 
etc., of each of the Southern States. 
We will add that, excepting about 
three and a half months, dating from 
about the middle of November, during 
which the weather is variable, with oc 
casional rains followed by cold snaps, 
rarely falling below 30° F., our climate 
is mild, bracing and healthful. The 
water, particularly in Middle and North- 
east Georgia, is superb. 


Our Co-Lasorers. —A number of 
able and intelligent medical men have 
engaged to write for our journal the 
present year. Their names were unin- 
tentionally omitted from the proper 
place, and will appear in our next. Our 
subscribers will please remember that, 
though they are notall on our published 
list of co-laborers, yet we regard them 
as such, and shall be pleased to have 
them send us up useful and practical 
matter for publication at any time. 


STaTE Boarp or HEattu.—We Jearn 
that the Transactions of the Georgia 
State Board of Health are in press. We 
regret that we had not opportunity of 
examining them before the issue of our 
Fears are entertained 


present number. 
that the Board will be abolished by the 
present Legislature, as very persistent 
and formidable oppos on has been 
waged against it.since its organization. 
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We have received and interesting pam- 
phlet from Prof. A. W. Calhoun, of this 
city, detailing many operations for cata- 
ract. Also copy of remarks before the 
Medical Journal Association, New York, 
on Masturbation and Hysieria in young 
children, by Prof. A. Jacobi. 


EXCHANGING ADVERTISEMENTS.—Sev- 
eral of our cotemporaries have proposed 
an exchange of advertisements, We 
would gladly accept the proposition from 
our editorial brethren of other journals, 
but our arrangements at present will not 
admit of it. After a time, we hope to 
be able to extend as well as avail our 
selves of these courtesies. 





LITERARY NOTICES. 
Lippincott’'s Magazine-——The January 
and February numbers of this beautiful 
magazine is on our table. They are 
filled with handsome illustrations of for- 
eign and home scenes taken from nature. 
The literature is attractive—coming 
from the pens of the best of American 
and English authors. The ‘‘ Marquis of 
Lossie,”” by Rev. Geo. McDonald, is a 
serial story of great power, and is worth 

the price of subscription—$4. 00. 


Appleton’s Journal.—This delightful 
home journal—once a weekly, now a 
monthly—is one of the very best of our 
literary magazines. The illustrations 
are handsome and the stories and other 
reading, are first class. It will be a 
family friend and a genial monthly visi- 





tor in the home circle, and one cheaply 
secured at the low price of $4.00. 

The Sctentific American, and the Sczen- 
tific American Supplement, are journals 
our readers should take. They are truly 
scientific—covering a wide field in sci— 
ence, literature and art. Munn & Co., 
New York. 


Vick’s garden and floral seeds are the 
finest and best we have ever used. We 
have used his seeds for several years and 
they are pure—just what they are re- 
commended to be. Get Vick’s seed. 
Address James Vick. Rochester, New 
York. G. 





Definitions. —The word prescripition is 
from the Latin pre, before; scribo, 1 
write; and is applied to the written di- 
rections of a physician for the prepara- 
tion and use of remedies. A prescrip- 
tion may or may not refer to drugs—the 
physician may prescribe bathing, exer 
cise, blood-letting, etc. It is, therefore, 
more comprchensive than the word /or- 
mula, from the Latin forma, a form, 
which is only applied to the form or di- 
rections given for the preparation and 
use of pharmaceutical remedies or drugs. 

The symbol &. is an: abbreviation of 


| the Latin zecipe, take thou, and is usually 


placed at the beginning of every formula 
The Latin 47 attached to formule is an 
abbreviation of wzsce, mix thou, and the 
letter San abbreviation for szgnatura, the 
signature, or the directions to be written 
upon the label as a guide to the patient 
in the use of the medicine. 
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